World History Chapter 15 section 1 and 2 study questions.

1. What advantages did the Spanish have over Native Americans?

2. Who were the Tainos? What might they and other Native Americans have done differently to defend themselves against the conquistadors? 

3. How did a small number of Spanish conquistadors conquer huge Native American empire?

4. What motivated non-Aztec Native Americans to help Cortes fight the Aztecs?

5. What conditions prevented Cortes from defeating the Aztec in 1519, but enabled him to prevail in 1521?

6. Compare and contrast Pizarro’s conquest of the Inca to Cortes’s conquest of the Aztec.

7. In what way did the Spanish conquest affect Native Americans who survived?

8. How did Spain and Portugal build colonies in the Americas? 

9. What governmental systems did Spain set up to control its American provinces?

10. What did Spanish, Native American, and African cultures contribute to the new American cultured?

11. Do you think that the benefits of European civilization outweighted the vast upheaval it brought to millions of people? Explain.

12. What agreement gave the Portuguese Brazil?  What did the other European nations do to get around the treaty?

